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Oil Spill - Rapid Assessment
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NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator
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Presentation outline

. What is Rapid Assessment?
. What information to gather
. A few detalils
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What is Rapid Assessment

. Afirst look! (Maybe all that’s needed)
. NOT full-on SCAT

. Reporting from on-scene

. Could be from land, air, boat, etc.

Texas City Y™ Incident, Port Bolivar, TX

Type of Map: Cverflight Map DalefTinme . BA-A0-2014 § 08040 - 1207

Propared by NOAA Platform: Bell 206

USE ONL'Y AS A GENERAL REFERENGE Observers: Lankiord, Gitschlag (NOAA), Bennett {TCED)
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Where is the oil? Where it is not!
How much oil is there?

(Hint: don’t say “a lot”)
What is the environment like?
High priority areas?
Any cleanup ideas?
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Before you go... Do you have what you need?

Camera and photo scale
Map (print it out!!!)

GPS

Job Aids

Sampling materials?

SIR 2 | Plaguemines € | South Pass e 0 100 200 300 400 500 Meters
LAPLO8-001-35 | 29 July 2013 — cegmem B L1
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First question - Is that actually o01l?

Photo by David Wesley | NOAA

Photo by David Wesley | NOAA
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Do you see a source?
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Does it smell?
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Other hints? &=
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Watch for false posmves

Seagrass ber; Florida




Where are you? (lat/long)
Multiple waypoints if necessary
Background information
Time/Weather/Tides/Currents
Helpful for trajectories
Environment
Shoreline type?
Describe Oiling as best you can
Cover, Thickness, Character
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map and some photos are worth 1,000 words

Citgo Refinery, Calcasieu River, LA
Qverflight Map Date/Time: 23 June 2006 1500
prepared by NOAA Platform: Helicopter

Observers: Kimrey (USCG), Jeansonne (NOAA), 2 Citgo Reps
USE ONLY AS A GENERAL REFERENCE Graphic does not represent precise amounts or locations of oil
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Maps and pictures need each other!




. r — : s e
o' :
N OAA | Office of Response and Restoration | Emergency“i{e‘spons&-.Division

o

Bonus information...

Responder access
Parking and gear staging?
Other issues
Wildlife
Human use (heavily populated
area, etc)
Cleanup recommendations
Is it recoverable?
Priority? — How does this area
compare to others you have
seen?
Manual or machine?




" g—

N QAK | Office of Response and Restoration-| Emergency‘ﬁ'e‘spons&-.Division

v

o




o .--l"

.+ NOAA | Office of Response and Restoration | Emergeney*Response-Division

Sheens... It's RARELY just one

Relationship Between Thickness and Color for Oil on Water

Sheens Darker Qils
(Typically not recoverable) (May be recoverable)
| I | |
Silver Rainbow Metallic Dark Oil Emulsified Oil
Transition 200+

Qil thickness

(microns)
50 microns
Household
aluminum foil Sheet of copy paper
(15 microns) (100 microns)

EThe COMET Program v
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“Did you see a lot of 0il?”

Step 1 Width of Oiled Area
Medium Narrow Very Narrow
>3 mto6m >0.5mto3m <0.5m
Continuous :
91 - 100% Light
S Broken .
]
Z 51— 90% Light
2 Patchy . ;
5 11 - 50% Light Very Light
Q Sporadic . . ; ;
5 1-10% Light Light Very Light Very Light
Trace <1% Very Light Very Light Very Light Very Light
Step 2 Initial Categorization of Surface Qil
Moderate Very Light
Pooled Qil Light
>1cm
w
@ Cover .
28 01-1.00m Light
] Coat . .
> .2
<= 0.01—-0.1cm Light Very Light
Stain/Film - g
<0.01 cm Very Light Very Light
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Summary

Rapid Assessment is a first look
Think what your supervisor will
want to know

Do your best — can be
overwhelming sometimes

Be prepared before you go out
Photos and maps are key

Get whatever else you can

08/04/2004
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Questions?
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